
TUVALU

StatemeŶt

Deliveƌed bǇ

H.E Mr AuŶese Makoi Simati

at the

47th SessioŶ of the CommissioŶ oŶ PopulatioŶ aŶd DevelopmeŶt

ϭ0th Apƌil, 20ϭ4
UŶited EatioŶs, Eeǁ Yoƌk

Please ĐheĐk agaiŶst deliveƌǇ



�haiƌmaŶ,
DistiŶguished Delegates,
Ladies aŶd 'eŶtlemeŶ

ϭ. At the outset, I joiŶ otheƌ delegates iŶ ĐoŶgƌatulatiŶg Ǉou oŶ Ǉouƌ �haiƌmaŶship aŶd ǁe look

foƌǁaƌd to ǁoƌkiŶg ǁith Ǉou iŶ advaŶĐiŶg the fƌuitful implemeŶtatioŶ of the I�PD

Pƌogƌamme of AĐtioŶ (PoAͿ.

2. Tuvalu assoĐiates itself ǁith the statemeŶt made bǇ the distiŶguished MiŶisteƌ of �ook

IslaŶds, HoŶ. EaŶdi TuaŶie 'lassie, oŶ behalf of the PaĐifiĐ �ouŶtƌies aŶd ǁe eŶdoƌsed the

MoaŶa DeĐlaƌatioŶ aŶd the outĐomes of the Sixth AsiaŶ aŶd PaĐifiĐ PopulatioŶ �oŶfeƌeŶĐe

iŶ pƌogƌessiŶg I�PD maŶdates iŶ ouƌ PaĐifiĐ ƌegioŶ.

�haiƌmaŶ,

ϯ. Tuvalu has embedded keǇ elemeŶts of the I�PD iŶ its EatioŶal SustaiŶable DevelopmeŶt

PlaŶ – Te Kakeega II aŶd ouƌ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ published PopulatioŶ PoliĐǇ. te ƌeaffiƌm ouƌ

ĐommitmeŶt to addƌessiŶg the ideŶtified goals of impƌoviŶg the lives aŶd ǁellbeiŶg of ouƌ

ĐitizeŶs iŶ the Ǉeaƌs to Đome. The I�PD Revieǁ has ƌevealed that ǁe have made sigŶifiĐaŶt

pƌogƌess iŶ keǇ aƌeas of populatioŶ aŶd developmeŶt. te aƌe also Đommitted to addƌessiŶg

gaps iŶ ouƌ ĐuƌƌeŶt pƌogƌams.

4. The goveƌŶmeŶt of Tuvalu has maiŶtaiŶed good ǁoƌkiŶg ƌelatioŶship ǁith E'Os, �huƌĐhes

aŶd Youth OƌgaŶisatioŶ iŶ aĐhieviŶg ouƌ ŶatioŶal goals, I�PD PoA aŶd MD's.

ϱ. thilst sigŶifiĐaŶt pƌogƌess has beeŶ made iŶ aĐhieviŶg of ouƌ MD's, the impaĐts of vaƌious

global fiŶaŶĐial aŶd eĐoŶomiĐ Đƌises have takeŶ a heavǇ toll oŶ ouƌ small vulŶeƌable

eĐoŶomǇ. IŶ the 20ϭϭ MD' pƌogƌess ƌepoƌt, Tuvalu ǁas assessed to be “oŶ tƌaĐk͟ oŶ fouƌ of

its MD's (pƌimaƌǇ eduĐatioŶ, Đhild moƌtalitǇ, mateƌŶal health, aŶd global paƌtŶeƌshipsͿ,

ǁith thƌee MD's haviŶg the “poteŶtial͟ to aĐhieve the taƌgets (geŶdeƌ, HIV/AIDS, aŶd

eŶviƌoŶmeŶtͿ aŶd oŶe MD' oŶ poveƌtǇ beiŶg “uŶlikelǇ͟ to be aĐhieved.

6. Tuvalu’s ĐoŶtƌaĐeptive pƌevaleŶĐe ƌate is ƌelativelǇ loǁ (22.4%Ϳ. Hoǁeveƌ, Tuvalu is

Đommitted uŶdeƌ its Health StƌategiĐ PlaŶ to pƌomotiŶg familǇ plaŶŶiŶg seƌviĐes thƌough

aǁaƌeŶess aŶd behavioƌal ĐhaŶge ĐommuŶiĐatioŶ at ĐommuŶitǇ aŶd household levels. IŶ

paƌtŶeƌship ǁith the Tuvalu FamilǇ Health AssoĐiatioŶ (TUFHAͿ, the 'oveƌŶmeŶt is

Đommitted to pƌomotiŶg aŶd pƌovidiŶg ĐompƌeheŶsive Sexual aŶd RepƌoduĐtive Health

SeƌviĐes, espeĐiallǇ foƌ the ǇouŶg aŶd the maƌgiŶalized.

�haiƌmaŶ,

ϳ. Tuvalu is Đommitted to impƌoviŶg the lives of its ǇouŶg people thƌough the implemeŶtatioŶ

of its Youth EatioŶal PoliĐǇ. The maiŶ issues foƌ ouƌ Ǉouth iŶ Tuvalu aƌe sĐaƌĐitǇ of



emploǇmeŶt oppoƌtuŶities, high ƌate of uŶplaŶŶed teeŶage pƌegŶaŶĐǇ aŶd uŶdeƌ-

ƌesouƌĐiŶg of Ǉouth aĐtivities.

�haiƌmaŶ,

8. EoŶ-�ommuŶiĐable Disease is a seƌious health ĐoŶĐeƌŶ foƌ Tuvalu. Tuvalu is Đommitted to

ĐombatiŶg this epidemiĐ thƌough its EatioŶal StƌategiĐ PlaŶ oŶ E�Ds 20ϭϭ-20ϭϱ, ǁith a

foĐus oŶ legislative ƌefoƌm aŶd iŶteŶse pƌeveŶtative measuƌes like ƌestƌiĐtiŶg TobaĐĐo aŶd

AlĐohol ĐoŶsumptioŶ aŶd pƌomotiŶg healthǇ lifestǇles.

ϵ. IŶ teƌms of eduĐatioŶ aŶd ĐapaĐitǇ buildiŶg, Tuvalu has beeŶ foĐused oŶ impƌoviŶg the

qualitǇ of eduĐatioŶ, ĐompletioŶ ƌates, aŶd voĐatioŶal tƌaiŶiŶg foƌ all. Almost all TuvaluaŶ

giƌls aŶd boǇs aƌe eŶƌolled iŶ pƌimaƌǇ sĐhools, aŶd theƌe aƌe moƌe giƌls thaŶ boǇs eŶƌolled iŶ

seĐoŶdaƌǇ aŶd teƌtiaƌǇ eduĐatioŶ.

ϭ0. Moƌe ǁomeŶ aƌe Ŷoǁ iŶ full time emploǇmeŶt iŶ both goveƌŶmeŶt aŶd pƌivate seĐtoƌ iŶ

Tuvalu. IŶ the publiĐ seƌviĐe, the emploǇmeŶt ƌatio of female: male is appƌoaĐhiŶg equalitǇ,

espeĐiallǇ iŶ the middle to seŶioƌ maŶagemeŶt positioŶs. IŶ teƌms of self-emploǇmeŶt,

ǁomeŶ aƌe equallǇ aĐtive as meŶ.

ϭϭ. The goveƌŶmeŶt of Tuvalu has zeƌo toleƌaŶĐe toǁaƌd violeŶĐe agaiŶst ǁomeŶ uŶdeƌ the

FamilǇ DomestiĐ VioleŶĐe Bill, the PoliĐe Poǁeƌs AĐt of 200ϵ, aŶd the EatioŶal 'eŶdeƌ PoliĐǇ

of 20ϭ4. The Tuvalu EatioŶal �ouŶĐil of tomeŶ has set up foƌ the fiƌst time, a tomeŶ's

�ƌisis �eŶtƌe iŶ suppoƌt of ǁomeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ ǁho suffeƌ fƌom domestiĐ violeŶĐe. The

ĐeŶteƌ also pƌovides shelteƌ aŶd ĐouŶseliŶg seƌviĐes.

�haiƌmaŶ,

ϭ2. As a soĐietǇ ǁith stƌoŶg tƌaditioŶal aŶd Đultuƌal values, Tuvalu believes that the familǇ uŶit is

aŶd ƌemaiŶs to be the fouŶdatioŶ foƌ eĐoŶomiĐ aŶd soĐial ƌesilieŶĐe aŶd sustaiŶabilitǇ,

espeĐiallǇ iŶ small islaŶd developiŶg states (SIDSͿ. te stƌoŶglǇ emphasize the impoƌtaŶĐe of

familǇ Đultuƌe iŶ ouƌ soĐietǇ, foƌ ǁithout families, the Ŷext geŶeƌatioŶ ǁill have to deal ǁith

a diffeƌeŶt kiŶd of poveƌtǇ stƌaiŶ, that of poveƌtǇ iŶ moƌals. IŶ small SIDS/LD�s like Tuvalu,

limited ƌesouƌĐes aŶd meaŶs of pƌoduĐtivitǇ give uŶdue stƌaiŶ to familǇ ĐohesioŶ aŶd

pƌogƌess, aŶd theƌefoƌe ǁe uƌge all stakeholdeƌs to exaĐt paƌtiĐulaƌ atteŶtioŶ aŶd assistaŶĐe

to "the familǇ uŶit" as a keǇ fuŶdameŶtal iŶstitutioŶ iŶ advaŶĐiŶg sustaiŶable developmeŶt

goals aŶd eƌadiĐatiŶg poveƌtǇ.

ϭϯ. Rapid uƌbaŶizatioŶ aŶd uƌbaŶ migƌatioŶ have ƌesulted iŶ appƌoximatelǇ 60% of populatioŶ

ƌesidiŶg oŶ the Đapital islaŶd, giviŶg ƌise to oveƌĐƌoǁdiŶg, skeǁed developmeŶt, iŶĐƌeased

populatioŶ deŶsitǇ aŶd leaviŶg aŶ ageiŶg populatioŶ ǁith less pƌoduĐtivitǇ iŶ the outeƌ

islaŶds.



�haiƌmaŶ

ϭ4. �limate ĐhaŶge ǁill thƌeateŶ the veƌǇ suƌvival aŶd the futuƌe of ouƌ people. The solutioŶ to

this ĐhalleŶge is beǇoŶd the ĐapaĐitǇ of aŶǇ siŶgle ŶatioŶ but ƌequiƌes ĐolleĐtive global

aĐtioŶ aŶd seĐtoƌ-ǁide stƌategies. thilst diffeƌeŶt ĐouŶtƌies iŶ the ǁoƌld take theiƌ dozes of

iŶĐƌeasiŶg fƌequeŶĐies aŶd iŶteŶsities of adveƌse effeĐts of Đlimate ĐhaŶge, ƌaŶgiŶg fƌom

dƌought, tsuŶamis, ǁild fiƌes, flash floods, oĐeaŶ aĐidifiĐatioŶ, food iŶseĐuƌitǇ aŶd saliŶitǇ iŶ

ǁateƌ leŶses, ĐouŶtƌies like Tuvalu have to ĐoŶteŶd ǁith sloǁ oŶset impaĐt that thƌeateŶs its

veƌǇ existeŶĐe as a ĐouŶtƌǇ aŶd as a people. MǇ simple ĐoŶĐlusioŶ, Mƌ. �haiƌmaŶ, is this -

tithout addƌessiŶg �limate �haŶge issues, ǁithout healiŶg the plaŶet, ǁe ǁill Ŷot aĐhieve

sustaiŶable developmeŶt aŶd maŶǇ ǁill be left behiŶd.

�haiƌmaŶ,

ϭϱ. FiŶallǇ, ǁe aƌe deeplǇ appƌeĐiative of the paƌtŶeƌships ǁith the doŶoƌs, Đivil soĐietǇ, aŶd ouƌ

ƌegioŶal aŶd iŶteƌŶatioŶal paƌtŶeƌs, iŶ ouƌ ǁoƌk oŶ populatioŶ aŶd developmeŶt. IŶ a Least

Developed �ouŶtƌǇ like Tuvalu, theƌe ǁill still be a Ŷeed foƌ sustaiŶed paƌtŶeƌships iŶ

populatioŶ aŶd developmeŶt ƌelated aĐtivities, foĐusiŶg ouƌ effoƌts oŶ iŶdividuals aŶd

families ǁho aƌe iŶ diffiĐult life situatioŶs.

ϭ6. I ǁould like to ĐoŶĐlude ǁith a ƌeaffiƌmatioŶ of ouƌ ĐommitmeŶt to a foƌǁaƌd lookiŶg

ageŶda foƌ the I�PD BeǇoŶd 20ϭ4 aŶd to it beiŶg maiŶstƌeamed iŶto the Post 20ϭϱ

DevelopmeŶt AgeŶda.

ϭϳ. I thaŶk You �haiƌmaŶ foƌ giviŶg me aŶ audieŶĐe.
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